Press Release[image: LIF_25mm][image: Schaeffler_35mm]
[image: Schaeffler_35mm]
Schaeffler at the 2015 METEC in Hall 3, Booth C16
Bearing solutions for continuous casting plants – the CoCaB range now includes large spherical plain bearings with plastic  plates
DÜSSELDORF/SCHWEINFURT, June 16, 2015. For decades, Schaeffler has offered rolling bearing and service solutions for use in plants and applications for producing and forming steel and nonferrous metals. The Continuous Caster Bearing (CoCaB) range is customized to suit the requirements of continuous casting plants and includes ELGES large spherical plain bearings for ladle turret lever arms, full complement FAG cylindrical roller bearings, open and sealed FAG spherical roller bearings for strand guide rolls, and INA needle roller bearings for the rolls used in the upper sections of the continuous casting plant. Split FAG spherical roller bearings and INA cylindrical roller bearings are available for installation in driven rolls. The CoCaB range has now also been expanded by the addition of ELGES large spherical plain bearings with plastic plates. The glass fiber reinforced plastic (GRP) contains PTFE additives and, just like bearings with the proven ELGOGLIDE sliding layer, these bearings provide a very long operating life. Special FAG bearing housings with circulating cooling water complete the CoCaB product range. 

ELGES spherical plain bearings for ladle turrets
ELGES spherical plain bearings have been successfully used in ladle turret lever arm steering systems worldwide since 1975. Depending on the turret size, the nominal dimensions range from 180 mm to 600 mm. The bearings, which swivel and are subjected to a unilateral load, can fully demonstrate their advantages under these conditions: They have a high load carrying capacity, a space-saving design, and are maintenance-free. The most important of these advantages – the extremely long bearing operating life – is due to the high-performance sliding materials and the optimum product design.
The maintenance-free ELGOGLIDE sliding layer is made from PTFE fabric with support fibers that is embedded in a resin matrix and bonded with high strength to the steel support body. The advantages of bearings with ELGOGLIDE are their total freedom from maintenance and very high load carrying capacity, especially in the case of very high unilateral loads and swiveling motion. The optional ELGOGLIDE W11 variant allows particularly low-friction sliding even at low pressures.
The ELGES family of large spherical plain bearings has now been expanded to include a design equipped with plastic plates. The glass fiber-reinforced plastic (GRP) contains PTFE additives and also provides a very long operating life. The bearings have initial lubrication when delivered, an occasional relubrication extends the operating life even further. These bearings are therefore very easy to maintain.
Depending on the individual application, both sliding materials – ELGOGLIDE and plastic plates – can be used in ladle turrets. Schaeffler's application engineering specialists are on hand to assist you in selecting and designing the correct bearings. 
In addition to radial spherical plain bearings, the CoCaB range also includes axial spherical plain bearings. These are used in the bearing supports of the hydraulic cylinders that are responsible for steering the lever arms in ladle turret applications.

The option of reconditioning is also available for both the ELGOGLIDE and glass fiber-reinforced plastic baseplate versions, which allows the bearings to be restored to virtually new condition.

* * *
The Schaeffler Group is one of the world’s leading integrated automotive and industrial suppliers. The company stands for the highest quality, outstanding technology, and strong innovative ability. The Schaeffler Group makes a decisive contribution to "mobility for tomorrow" with high-precision components and systems in engine, transmission, and chassis applications as well as rolling and plain bearing solutions for a large number of industrial applications. The company generated sales of approximately 12.1 billion euros in 2014. With more than 82,000 employees worldwide, Schaeffler is one of the world's largest technology companies in family ownership and, with approximately 170 locations in 50 countries, has a worldwide network of manufacturing locations, research and development facilities, and sales companies.
The Industrial division supplies components and systems for around 60 industrial sectors via its worldwide organization with market proximity and its application support service. The range includes miniature bearings only a few millimeters wide through to large-size bearings with an outside diameter of several meters.
 
	

Follow us on Twitter @schaefflerpress to get all of our latest press releases and news.
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ELGES large spherical plain bearings with a sliding layer made from glass fiber-reinforced plastic (GRP) and PTFE: The sliding layer (1) of the GE..-DF large spherical plain bearing series can be optimally relubricated, which extends the operating life.
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ELGES spherical plain bearings with ELGOGLIDE and seals on both sides:
Bearings in the GE..-DW-2RS2 series have a very high load carrying capacity due to their ELGOGLIDE lining.
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Example of a spherical plain bearing arrangement in a ladle turret using ELGES spherical plain bearings.
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